
A Homeowner’s Guide to 
Preventing the  

Introduction and Spread 
of Invasive Plants in Georgia

“The two great destroyers of biodiversity are, first,  
habitat destruction and, second, invasion by  

exotic species.” E.O. Wilson

You Can Make a Difference 
in Your Backyard
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Homeowners and other land managers can play a 
critical role in helping prevent the introduction and 
spread of invasive plants. No matter the size of our 
yard, we can have a direct impact on reducing the
introduction of potentially invasive plants into 
nearby natural areas by simply choosing to plant 
native or non-invasive plants. These guidelines show  
how easy it can be to make a difference in your own 
backyard. 

Plantwise Guidelines developed by 
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

1. Know Your Plants 
2. Use Native or Non-invasive Alternatives
3. Watch Out for Invasive Hitch-hikers	
4. Have a Care if You Share		
5. Use Weed Free Seed Mixes		
6. Use Weed Free Soil & Mulch		
7. Keep An Eye On New Sprouts & Volunteers
8. Be Especially Careful With Aquatic Plants	
9. Dispose of Invasive Plants Carefully
10. If You Can’t Part With Your Invasive Plant, 
     remember – contain it, control it or cage it	

“It is now within the power of individual gardeners 
to do something that we all dream of doing: to make 
a difference. In this case, the “difference” will be to 
the future of biodiversity, to the native plants and 
animals of North America and the ecosystems that 
sustain them.” Douglas W. Tallamy
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Whether your perfect landscape and garden design 
is orderly and formal or wild and informal, you can 
benefit the ecosystem around you. For example, by 
choosing to plant one or more of the 60 species of 
oaks native to North America you can support over 
500 species butterflies and moths as well as other 
wildlife including birds, deer and squirrels. 

Wildlife such as birds, raccoons and mice eat fruit 
and seeds from the plants around our homes. The  
animals then deposit the seeds later, sometimes 
many miles away, where they can sprout and grow 
in a new location. By using native or non-invasive 
plants for our landscaping we are making the choice 
to prevent further introduction and spread of 
invasive plants or potentially invasive plants.
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Help educate local businesses about the dangers 
of planting invasive species. Tell nurseries you visit 
which are selling invasive plants or seeds about the 
dangers invasive species pose to our native habitats 
and wildlife. Let them know that you are choosing 
non-invasive and native plants for your landscaping. 
Business owners want to stock what consumers are 
buying and to be good members of their community. 
If your local nursery does not have the native plants 
you want in stock, ask if they will order the plants
for you. 

Check with your local Exotic Pest Plant Council, 
Native Plant Society, Botanical Society, Department 
of Natural Resources, Library or a reputable nursery 
near you for a list of native or non-invasive 
alternatives for your area. These organizations often 
have the recommended alternatives listed on their 
websites. For website addresses see page 24.
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1. Know Your Plants

Which is native and which is invasive?

Find an identifying characteristic like the glandular 
notches in this photo. 
This can make plant 
identification much 
easier. Smooth sumac, 
Rhus glabra, is pictured 
on the left and Tree of 
Heaven, Ailanthus 
altissima, is pictured 
on the right. Invasive.org is a good source of invasive 
plant images and information. 

Which is native and which is exotic?

These two plants are very similar and provide a good 
example of how well native plants can be used in 
place of non-natives in your landscape. Non-native 
Chaste tree, Vitex agnus-castus, on the left can 
escape and establish itself in natural areas. The 
native bottlebrush buckeye, Aesculus parviflora, can 
be grown as a spreading shrub or pruned to grow 
upright. It supports bumblebees, tiger swallowtail 
butterflies, Sphinx moths and ruby-throated 
hummingbirds.
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2. Use Native or Non-Invasive Alternatives

Ask your nursery about non-invasive plant 
alternatives. Native plants often have similar 
landscaping characteristics to invasives, without the 
potential for ecosystem damage. 

Using native plants in your landscaping promotes a 
healthier interactive local ecosystem and supports 
local food webs and habitats for wildlife.  

Plant as much variety of native and non-invasive 
trees, shrubs, vines, flowers and grasses as your space 
allows. Sources for lists of native and non-invasive 
alternatives for your garden and landscape include 
the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center and the 
USDA United States National Arboretum. See page 
24 for websites.
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3. Watch Out for Invasive Hitch-hikers

Check clothes, belongings, pets and vehicles for 
seeds and pieces of invasive plants that may have 
attached themselves. These can drop off and begin 
growing to start an infestation in another location. 

Never move firewood or untreated 
wood products!

America’s forests are some of the most beautiful 
in the world. It is up to us to protect them. Pests 
such as the emerald ash borer which was found in 
the firewood below are quickly spread when people 
carry firewood or untreated wood products to new 
locations. 
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4. Have a Care if You Share

Only share native or non-invasive plants. Remember,  
buy native plants from a reputable supplier of 
nursery propagated stock. While some native plants 
are legitimately rescued from areas, such as active  
construction sites, many native plants are unethically 
dug from the wild to be sold. 

Share a Native Plant with a Friend

Harvesting native plants from the wild can reduce 
the populations, sometimes to the point of 
extinction and can actually be illegal. Native Plant 
Societies often have a list of reputable nurseries in 
their area. See page 24 for the Georgia Native Plant 
Society website address. Your local nursery may be 
able to order plants for you as well. 

Learn which plants are native to your area
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5. Use seed mixes that are invasive plant free 

Buy seed mixes from reputable sources that 
guarantee the purity and content of their seed. Take 
your native plant list with you when go shopping to 
be sure the seeds you buy are native to your area.

6. Use weed-free soil, mulch & straw 

Check to be sure soil and mulch are weed-free. You 
may have to pay a little more for guaranteed weed-
free products, but it will be much less expensive than 
the price of eradicating an invasive plant infestation. 
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7. Keep an eye on new sprouts & volunteers

Invasive plants can come from anywhere and spread 
very quickly. Some make attractive additions to our 
gardens but can produce a lot of seedlings making 
control difficult. Control new sprouts by hand-
pulling or mowing unwanted seedlings to prevent 
them from growing to maturity.  

Saplings, seedlings, sprouts

Invasive plants are usually good at taking advantage 
of landscape disturbances. Be especially watchful for 
invasive plants sprouting up in newly disturbed soil 
such as ground tilled for a vegetable or flower garden. 
Construction areas where the soil is disturbed is 
another area to be on the lookout for new sprouts. 
Pulling or treating these invasive plant sprouts 
quickly before they become established is the easiest 
and most cost effective way to manage them. See  
www.invasive.org for control and management 
information on many invasive species.
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 8. Be especially careful with aquatic plants

Always dispose of aquatic plants carefully! Many 
aquatic plants, although attractive as water garden 
and aquarium decorations, are highly invasive.

Invasive Aquatics 

Many continue to be sold through aquarium and 
pond supply dealers, both online and in retail garden 
centers. Infestations are often the result of the 
improper disposal of plants or water from 
ornamental ponds or the overflow of ponds into local 
waterways after heavy rains.

Invasive aquatic plants, often thrive in slow moving 
water such as ponds, lakes, swamps and irrigation 
canals. These dense colonies of aquatic plants can 
clog waterways and make fishing, swimming and 
boating difficult. They also reduce the amount of 
oxygen in the water, which fish and other organisms 
need to survive, block animals from getting to the 
water and crowd or shade out native plants.
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Native Aquatic Plants
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9. Dispose of invasive plants carefully

When disposing of invasive plant material, check for 
any seeds, fruit or cuttings that could re-sprout. At 
a minimum, bag these materials to help stop their 
spread. If it is permitted in your area and can be 
safely done, consider burning the material. If you use 
chemical treatment to eradicate invasive plants be 
sure to follow all label directions.

   

*always follow label directions
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10. If you just can’t part with your invasive plant, 
remember to contain, control or cage it

Be responsible. If you have a plant in your garden 
that has invasive tendencies, take special steps to 
keep it in your garden, such as inserting root 
barriers, trimming regularly or harvesting fruits or 
seeds before they can be spread.

Use pots or root barriers to prevent rhizomes or  
suckers from sprouting outside the planting area. 
Pull any sprouts to prevent them from spreading and 
becoming established.
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Invasive Plants in Georgia

The invasive plants shown here are based on GA-EPPC’s 
list of Invasive plants. These plants have been categorized 
as being a severe, an emerging or a significant threat to 
Georgia’s natural areas and forests. For more information 
and to see the complete list go to www.GA-EPPC.org.
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Severe or Emerging Threat
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Severe or Emerging Threat

Chinese silvergrass  
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Severe or Emerging Threat

sericea lespedeza  
Lespedeza cuneata 
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Significant Threat
giant reed  

Arundo donax 
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Significant Threat
coral ardisia  
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Significant Threat
glossy privet 

Ligustrum lucidum 
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Invasive Plants in Georgia: Significant Threat
Mccartney rose  
Rosa bracteata 
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Most frequently asked questions:

What is the best way to control or eradicate 
invasive plants from my yard? 
 

Prevention is best, next is catching the infestation early. 
The following website has specific information on control 
and management of over 1100 invasive plants. 
www.invasiveplantatlas.org

How can I find out if a plant is invasive in my area? 
 

State or regional Exotic Pest Plant Councils have a list of 
the invasive plants found in your area. 
www.invasive.org 
www.gaeppc.org 
www.se-eppc.org

Where can I find native or non-invasive plants to buy 
for my landscape and garden? 
 

Many local nurseries will order native plants if you tell 
them what you are looking for. If you need help finding a 
nursery, ask your Native Plant Society. Be sure to check on 
the reliability and quality of the service or product offered 
for sale by any business. 
www.gnps.org 
www.wildflower.org
www.gaeppc.org

Where can I find lists for native or non-invasive 
alternatives to invasive plants? 
 

Some lists only contain native species and some list both 
native and non-invasive exotic species. 
www.gaeppc.org
www.wildflower.org/collections 
www.usna.usda.gov/Gardens
www.gnps.org
www.uga.edu/botgarden

Books: 
“Gardening with Native Plants of the South” by Sally 
Wasowski
“Best Native Plants for Southern Gardens” by Gil Nelson
“Armitage’s Native Plants for North American 
Gardens” by Allan M. Armitage
“Bringing Nature Home: How Native Plants Sustain 
Wildlife in Our Gardens” by Douglas W. Tallamy



25

How do I volunteer to help in the fight against 
invasive species in my community?
 

www.eddmaps.org – Map invasives in your area. 
EDDMapS is quick and easy to use. And there is 
online training to help you learn how to use it.
 

www.naeppc.org – Join the Exotic Pest Plant Council.
 

www.gabotsoc.org or www.gnps.org – Volunteer for
projects with the Botanical or Native Plant Society.

www.georgiawildlife.com/getinvolved/volunteer – Help 
promote conservation in Georgia by volunteering with 
DNR’s Wildlife Resources Division.
 

http://aesl.ces.uga.edu/aascd/riversalive – Rivers Alive
and Adopt-a-stream programs.

If you still have a question:

Contact your local County Extension Office
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/office.cfm

or your local Georgia Forestry Commission Office 
http://www.gfc.state.ga.us/ContactUs.cfm

or your county’s Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources 
Conservation Ranger 
http://www.georgiawildlife.com/about/contact

or the Georgia Dept. of Agriculture Plant Protection 
Division 
http://agr.georgia.gov/site

or email to Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem 
Health at: bugwood@uga.edu
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Remember...

You Can Make a Difference. Save America’s
natural areas by making Plantwise choices in 
your landscaping. 

In a recent survey of the 24.8 million forested acres in 
Georgia, the Georgia Forestry Commission found the 
following acreages occupied by invasive species. 

Japanese Honeysuckle	 739,400 Acres
Privets  (7 species)	 345,000 Acres
Kudzu	 26,600 Acres
Non-native Elaeagnus	 17,800 Acres
Japanese Climbing Fern 	 9,200 Acres
Tallowtree	 7,000 Acres
Non-native Roses	 5,800 Acres
Non-native Wisteria	 5,000 Acres
Cogongrass	 < 300 Acres

Kudzu has been called the “plant that ate the south”. 
What then do we call Japanese honeysuckle which 
covers over 27 times more forest acres and Chinese 
privet which covers 13 times more forest acres than 
kudzu?
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Protect our natural areas and forests
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